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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: TSPA ETEL ID 

SUBJECT: USSR OBJECTION TO GOI DOMESTIC SATELITTE 

REF: STATE 282739 

1 . HUGHES AIRCRAFT VP WHEELON CALLED ON E/CM COUNSELOR 
APRIL 14 TO EXPRESS CONTINUED CONCERN THAT DOMESTIC 
SATELLITE LAUNCHING MIGHT NOT COME OFF ON SCHEDULE 
BECAUSE OF UNRESOLVED PROBLEMS WITH IFRB AND USSR 
OBJECTION CONCERN SEEMS TO FOCUS ON LACK OF ANY 
AFFIRMATIVE GO-AHEAD FROM OFRB. WHEELON STRESSED (CORRECTLY 
IN OUR VIEW) SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS IN GOI-US RELATIONS 

THAT WOULD RESULT FROM ANY LAST-MINUTE HITCH, BECAUSE 
OF HIGH VISIBILITY AND POLTICAL IMPORTANCE OF PROJECT 
TO INDONESIANS. 

2. WE AGAIN DREW WHEELON'S ATTENTION TO REFTEL (LAST WE 
HAVE HEARD ON SUBJECT), BUT THIS DID NOT LAY HIS 

FEARS TO REST. PLEASE ADVISE CURRENT STATUS AND 
WHETHER ANY DIFFICULTIES FORESEEN. 
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